ASSOCIATION OF IRISH RIDING CLUBS

West Leinster Region

DRESSAGE COMPETITION AND 

LEAGUE GUIDELINES

Clubs hosting a dressage competition within WLR should refer to a copy of the latest Dressage Ireland Rule Book (available as a download from www.dressageireland.ie)

and AIRC Rule Book.(available as a download from www.airc.ie).

As with other events, host clubs should notify AIRC of their intention to hold an event and ensure there is no conflict of dates with a national or other regional event.
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Judges should be listed.in Dressage Ireland Judge’s List for the relevant year, available as a download from www.dressageireland.ie

Warm Up Arena

Competitors of different grades can warm up together. The host club will determine the safe number of competitors in the venue’s warm up arena at any one time. Competitors must respect the decisions of warm up personnel with regard to safety and show all competitors and stewards due respect and consideration.

Tack

It is the responsibility of each competitor to ensure they are riding in tack and equipment allowed for their grade. Competitors should refer to the Tack Check Sheet for Dressage available as a download from the AIRC site. If a competitor chooses to enter the arena in tack or equipment not permissible at their grade they could be eliminated from the competition, e.g. no spurs allowed below Intermediate grade, martingales not allowed at any grade.

Tack Check Sheets should be available in the Warm up arena. While it is the competitor’s responsibility to ensure their tack is allowed and in safe order, the host club should check that the competitor is happy with their tack before they are invited to enter the competition arena. Members of host clubs on duty in the warm up arena should be aware of the permissible task and equipment so they can inform competitors, particularly in the primary grade.

Arenas and Markers

For the majority of tests the arena size is 20mx40m. This should be marked out and markers placed accurately. Outer markers must be clearly visible to competitors with letters displayed in black or white and placed and placed approximately 50cm outside the arena. A gap of approximately 1m from each side of the centre line must be left at A to form the entrance and the A marker placed far enough back, 10m if possible, to allow horses to enter the arena on a straight track. 

Tests

Copies of tests should be available from club secretaries. AIRC tests are available as downloads from www.airc.ie For copies of BD tests please contact a member of the regional committee.

Scoring

[image: image2.wmf]Scoring should be carried out as per the test sheet and errors deducted accordingly. Scores should be calculated to two decimal places.  Where the same % score is obtained the places can be separated on the collective marks. Where the collectives are also identical, a joint placing is awarded. To ensure accuracy two people should calculate and check the scores.
Classes

There will be classes for Primary, Advanced Primary, Sportsman’s* , Intermediate, Advanced Intermediate and Open.

*The Sportsman’s class will replace the Green Horse Class and will use the same test as the Advanced Primary Class.  This class will be held immediately after the Advanced Primary class.  The Sportsman’s Class is open to Intermediate Grade and above riders who wish to compete outside of their own grade.  Same Horse/Rider combinations may not compete in another grade on the day.

Rosettes and Prizes

Rosettes will be awarded from 1st – 6th place. Prizes will be awarded at the discretion of the host club.

Placings

Places will be allocated from 1st –6th according to % marks attained. In the case of a joint placing, the subsequent place will be omitted so that a total of 6 places are awarded in each grade in the competition. If places have been allocated 1-5 and equal marks have been attained after considering collective scores for 6th place, a joint placing can be made in this circumstance. Where the competition forms part of a league, placings will be allocated for the league in a similar manner.

Results

Results of the competition should be sent to AIRC head office by the 10th of the following month. Results should also be sent to the Regional Secretary/league scorer if the competition is part of a league and to the regional PRO for publication by the Monday evening after the event so they can be sent to The Irish Field.

League Points

League points will be allocated as follows: 1st – 12; 2nd – 10; 3rd – 8; 4th – 6; 5th – 4; 6th – 2. In the case of joint placings the appropriate points will be divided between the joint places and the next place omitted as for competition placings, e.g. in the case of two 3rds, 3rd and 4th places points will be divided between them i.e. 7 points each, then 5th place will be allocated 4 points, etc. 

Team Competition

In the spring league a team competition will be held where a Team consists of four members and the three best scores count for the day. Teams will consist of four riders – no more than two riders from any one grade. There will be no charge to enter a team and no prizes or rosettes will be awarded at each individual leg but points will be given towards the Park Stud Cups at the end of the Spring League. Teams must be declared before the first rider competes. One team is allowed per club but club teams may vary from leg to leg.

Complaints 

Please see Section 2 Paragraph 18 of AIRC Rule Book.

Disciplinary Procedures

Please see Section 4 of AIRC Rule Book.

Queries

Any queries on these guidelines should be addressed to a member of the regional committee well in advance of a competition.
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